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Recycled Material Sculpture

CP3.7: Create visual artworks that express 
ideas about the natural, constructed, and 
imagined environments

Egg cartons, paint, construction paper, 
glue, scissors, googly eyes, paint brushes, 
pipe cleaners, string, and feathers.

1. Introduction: Show the class the book Over and 
Under the Coral Reef by Kate Messner. Ask the 
students “What animals do you see in the reef?, What 
does the reef look like (colours, textures, patterns)? 
Why is the coral reef an important habitat? Explain that 
many animals share the reef ecosystems, including: 
fish, sea turtles, octopus, crabs and coral organisms. 

2. Observation and Discussion: Look at illustration in 
the book and discuss the shapes of the sea animals 
and textures (spiky coral, smooth fish). Connect to 
visual art elements: colour, shape, texture and pattern.

3. Create: Students will create a coral reef animal 
sculpture. 1. Cut one or two sections of an egg 
carton. 2. Decide which animal to create. 3. Paint the 
egg carton a base colour. 4. Add crafting materials 
such as pipe cleaners, feathers, string, googly eyes 
and more to create the sea animals. Encourage 
students to think about: colour patterns, texture and 
realistic animal features.

Students explore coral reef habitats and create a 3D sea animal sculpture using recycled egg 
cartons. 
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