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Gather clay pot images created by clay 
artists. Show examples on the screen or 
from books.

Pinch Pots

Teaching sculptural techniques and the 
properties of clay.

Clay
Popsicle sticks
Paper or cardboard for students to cover the 
desk and creates a surface for kids to  work on

1. Give all children  an equal small piece of clay. Use wire to cut the clay.
2. All students should knead the clay into a ball. Gradually kids roll the 

calay with their hands.
3. Demonstrate the following steps and explain as you demo these steps.
4. Put your thumb into the middle of the clay ball.
5. Press lightly so that your finger is making a bigger and bigger hole into 

the middle of the ball.
6. Press the clay in a circular fashion, in the same direction until the walls 

and the bottom is a 1 cm. Thickness through the pinch pot.
7. Smoothen the upper lip of the bowl.
8. Flatten the sides  inside and out.
9. Carve your full first name on the bottom of the pot.

10. Let it dry for one week.
11. Put plastic over it loosely to let it dry less quickly. This avoids cracking.
12. Once the clay is dry either put it in a kiln and fire the clay or carefully 

put tempera paint on the clay to paint.
13. If your school has glazes, students can then apply glaze and refire.

Teaching kids how to make bowls out of pinch pots

Name here

School name here

Look at children’s work based on technical 
quality, composition, and effort. 


