
Brooklyn Brychun

6-7 Visual Art May 22, 2026

Lesson plan uses 3 cups/student to show all three grounds 
in landscape. Lesson can be adapted to 1 cup/studentLandscape/Sculpture

CP6.11- Investigate and use various visual art forms, images, and art-making 
processes to express ideas about identity.
CP6.12 - Demonstrate increased skills and problem-solving abilities in a variety of 
visual art media.
CP7.12 - Use image-making skills, tools, techniques, and problem-solving abilities 
in a variety of visual art media.

- blank coffee cups
- pencils
- choice in colouring: markers, sharpie, pencil 
crayon, watercolour

1. Begin by discussing the layers of a landscape artwork. 
Foreground - the area directly in front of you. Closest area, 
many detail, sharp focus. Middleground - everything is further 
away. Maybe over a hill. Details are getting smaller, to show 
distance. Colours are not as vivid. Background - furthest away. 
So far, it might not be possible to walk there in one trip. It may 
even be the entire sky, or mountain range. Details are soft and 
fine, hazy.
2. Students create a landscape on paper. Drawing flat will help 
them visualize drawing on a rounded object later. Help 
students visualize each ‘horizon line’.
3. Begin on cup 1 (foreground). Estimate each ground to take 
up ⅓ of the space on the cup, starting from the bottom. The 
drawing encircles the entire cup. 
4. Once drawn and coloured, use scissors to cut down the 
blank sections of the cup (the upper ⅔)
5. Begin on cup 2 (middleground). This time, the drawing will 
need to be seen above cup 1 (foreground). Stack the cups to 
give yourself a guideline of where the second drawing will 
stop and begin. Cup 2 is drawn about ⅔ up the cup, leaving the 
top ⅓ blank.
6. Cut cup 2 once drawn and coloured.
7. Cup 3 (background) will not be cut. The drawing and 
colouring (like the middleground cup) only needs to extend as 
far as the other cup stops. 
*In example pictures, the 2nd and 3rd cup did not need to be 
coloured to the very bottom, as the other layers will cover that 
area. 

Demonstrate understanding of landscape elements — foreground, middleground, background— in a 3D 
rotating drawing. 
Lesson can be cross-curricular with story-based or specific land locations in mind.
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