Lesson By:

Melissa Morrison

Grade: 9 Subject: ArtEd Date: October 3rd 2025

Topic: Clay Totem Spoons Notes: Leave extra time for clean up

Brief Lesson Overview:

This project blends cultural understanding , personal narrative , and ceramic techniques to help
students express identity through symbolic imagery.

Materials Needed: Learning Outcomes:
Ms4o Clay Board CHo9.2 Use the arts to raise awareness on
- one rectangle + one chunk extra Clay Caddy with Slip . X N .
Water container Tools - Wooded, Sgraffito, topics of concern to Indigenous artists in
Damp paper towels sponge Visual Art
Apron Plastic Bag

| Board |
Structure / Activity: Photo of Art Project:

- Introduce Artists Bill Reid and Dempsey Bob
through a slide show, artist walk or video.
Encourage class discussion or discussion
questions.

- Introduce concepts Totem and A Dish with One
Spoon.

- Have students create a project plan for their
Totem Spoon. Encourage students to tell a story
about themselves.

- Go over clay basics and procedures

- Clay demonstration following clay steps

- Students build their own spoon and elements

- Circulate and Assist

- Over the course of a week slowly open bag for a
slow drying process. e J
- Fire in kiln. e : e e
- Students will paint spoons with Acrylic paint.

Artist's Name: Melissa Morrison
School Name: St Joseph High School

Assessment:
When sharing student work
) ) ) ) please ensure an intellectual L mEm
Checklist using the 4 point rating scale. property release form has i
been signed iy .




Sketchbook Project Plan
Things to think about:

Steps:

e  What would your totem look like? -What items can you
build on your totem spoon to tell a story about you? -
Hobbies, Family, Heritage, Culture, Faith....

° Think about what colours you would like to use when we
paint the spoons — add this to your plan!

Draw the shape of a spoon

Plan a minimum of 5 additions to
your spoon

Draw out each object and decide
on placement on the spoon
Colour in objects and spoon

Clay Spoon Steps

Using your thumb, press into one end of the rectangular piece of clay to start creating the
scoop of the spoon. Do not pinch - just use your thumb to slowly start shaping your spoon.
The further you move up the handle of the spoon, the larger your scoop will be.

Make sure to check in with any cracks that may start to form. Take a bit of your extra clay to
fill in the cracks and smooth. Check in with the bottom of your spoon (picking it up gently
from both hands) and smooth out any transition areas.

Using your sgraffito tool, you can start shaping the handle of your spoon. Carve away clay
slowly until you get the desired shape, smoothing out with your fingers, followed by a slightly
damp sponge.

Once the base of your spoon is complete you can start building the features/elements you
would like to attach. You can roll out the clay with one of your wooden tools and cut out a
shape (kind of like a cookie cutter). Or you can build it with your hands (kind of like Play-Doh).
Make sure you score and slip (both the object and the spoon) to attach so that your elements
do not fall off in the kiln. Make sure to smooth any transition areas or any places that cracks
may be forming.

Once you are done, we will wrap the spoon in a plastic bag - the drying process is slow so that
it doesn’t break!

Once the spoons are bone dry, we can fire them in the kiln. Once fired, we can paint them!



